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that they could, by enough application, inside of a
month, understand the languages of their provinces.
There is nothing to prevent a Tamilian from easily
learning the simple grammar and a few hundred words
of Telugu, Malayalam, and Kanarese all allied to Tamil.
At the centre Hindustani must rule supreme.

In my opinion this is not a question to be decided
by academicians. They cannot decide through what
language the boys and girls of a place are to be educated.
That question is already decided for them in every free
country. Nor can they decide the subjects to be taught
That depends upon the wants of the country to which
they belong. Theirs is a privilege of enforcing the nation's
will in the best manner possible. When this country
becomes really free, the question of medium will be
settled only one way. The academicians will frame the
syllabus and prepare text-books accordingly. And the
products of the education of a free India will answer the
requirements of the country as today they answer those
of the foreign ruler. So long as we the educated classes
play withfthis question, I very much fear we shall not
produce the free and healthy India of our dream. We
have to grow by strenuous effort out of our bondage,
whether it is educational, economical, social or political.
The effort itself is three-fourths of the battle.
Harijan, 9-7-'38